
THAT SHOULD BE
ON YOUR BUCKET LIST
by Scott Tay, Beyond Expeditions SG

IN MONGOLIA
13 PLACES



SCOTT TAY,
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About Beyond Expeditions SG:
Scott Tay founded Beyond Expeditions 
Singapore, a boutique travel consultancy and 
administrator of tailor-made expeditions trips to 
Mongolia. Beyond Expeditions SG works hand in 
hand with Wild Steppe Mongolia ( a homegrown 
grassroots tour agency) in order to bring 
travelers, backpackers and adventurers the full 
experience that encompasses the wild beauty of 
Mongolia, its culture and its people.  

About Scott himself:
Scott is an extremely well-travelled individual 
that has ventured to numerous places including 
the likes of Uzbekistan, Pakistan, Iran, Bhutan, 
Everest Base Camp and the Afghan border. 
Armed with these valuable experiences and 
knowledge, Scott hopes to help others realize 
their dream to travel out to amazing 
destinations.

IntroductionIntroduction



About
BEYOND EXPEDITIONS SG

Beyond Expeditions SG was formed with the objective to enhance the spirit of 
traveling, by creating intimate interactions between the traveler and the 

environment.

Through a series of delicately curated itineraries,
the team and our homegrown agency partners have come together to provide 

an immensely magical and relentless ride into the land of eternal blue sky.
Allow yourself an intimate experience and traverse the vast Mongolian outback 
with Beyond Expeditions, as we present to you exclusive access into the lives 

and culture of the Mongolian nomads. 

Through this channel, we aim to provide an experience unlike any other, for 
the young and old, seasoned and fresh travelers alike. 

Introduction



1. Khövsgöl Aimag

Khövsgöl Aimag, the northern most province of Mongolia, is home to an ethnic 
group of nomadic reindeer herders known as the Tsaatan. Largely dependent on 
the animals as a way of life, there are about 40 families today who continue the 
tradition of raising and herding reindeers, which dates back thousands of years. 
As one of the last remaining indigenous groups of reindeer herders in Mongolia, 
it is said that should the reindeers disappear, so will the livelihoods and culture of 

the Tsaatans people.
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2. Khövsgöl Lake

Reputed as the freshest and deepest lake in Central Asia, Khovsgol Lake is posi-
tioned in a North South direction with an oval shape. Surrounded by beautiful 
mountains ranges of the Khoridol Saridag Mountain and Bayan Mountain, the 

pride and joy of Khovsgol boasts of being the  owing source of up to 29 different 
rivers in a year. Flat-topped with sloping mountainsides and shelled by thick 
forests, Khovsgol Lake presents a backdrop of natural beauty beyond words.
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3. Gurvan Saikhan National Park

Known more affectionately as the 3 
beauties of the Gobi, the Gurvan 

Saikhan Mountain Range is the largest 
national park in all of Mongolia. Its 

eco-system is home to an extraordi-
nary wildlife comprising of exceeding-
ly rare animals and plants, such as the 
elusive snow leopard. With its iconic 
sand dunes, ice canyon and stunning 

mountain vistas, visiting Gurvan 
Saikhan Mountains has become a 

staple for anyone traveling to Mongo-
lia.

Photo Credit: Gobi Nomad Lodge

Khugnu Khaan is located at 250 kilometres 
from Ulan Bator, on the road to Kharkhorin. 

Covering an area of 47000 hectares, this park 
contains many historical monuments, forests 

of silver birches and poplar trees, and sources. 
The ecosystem of this park is particularly 

interesting because the steppe and the taiga 
meet here. Created in 1997 as a natural 

reserve, the park is protected by the State for 
its sacred roots, as well as its educative, histor-

ical, cultural and environmental value.

Photo Credit: Horseback Mongolia

4. Khugnu Khaan Nature Reserve
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5. Khongoryn Els Sand Dunes

Another essential location when visiting Mongolia is the Khongoryn Els Sand 
Dunes. The 'Singing Dunes' are also some of the largest dunes and most breath-
taking sights in Mongolia. Emitting delicately haunting audio vibrations to ears 
when a rush of wind runs through the outback, the sand dunes 'sing' out to the 

travelers across its 180km stretch.
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6. Bayan Zag Flaming Cliffs

The Bayan Zag, better known as the Flaming Cliffs, is a sexual forest located 
about 85km from the Gurvan Saikhan National Park. The cliffs on the Bayan Zag 
resemble a striking image of being set a ame over the horizon of the sunset, and 

wasthus dubbed the Flaming Cliffs. Renowned for being a hot bed of some 
critical paleontological  ndings, the Bayan Zag Flaming Cliffs has been credited 

for being one of the key locations in the world in the  eld of palaeontology; while 
in addition to being one of the most beautifully raw places in the world.
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7. Ongiin Khiid Montastery

Built in 1660 and having housed 17 
temples at its maximum capacity, the 

monastery also served as compounds to 
4 Buddhist universities and could take in 

over 1000 monks at a time. The Ongi 
Monastery was one of the largest and 

most respectedmonasteries of Mongolia 
before its destruction in 1939 by the 

communist authorities. Having witnessed 
years of atrocities, the temples saw over 
200 monks were massacred during the 
communist purges while the survivors 
were conscripted into the Soviet's Red 

Army.

Photo Credit: The Ardent Enthusiast

8. Amarbayasgalant Monastery

Also known as the Temple of Tranquil 
Felicity, Amarbayasgalant is one of the 3 

largest monastic centres in all of 
Mongolia. Constructed as a resting 
place for the  rst spiritual head of 
Tibetan Buddhism, the UNESCO 

funded site peacocks as a structure of 
great stylistic unity. Marrying Chinese 

designs with the traditional cloaking of 
Mongolian and Tibetan in uence, the 

compound stands tall even after 
decades of Chinese warring as well as 
crawling through the Stalinist purges 
during the rule of the Soviet Union. A 

truly historic landmark, the 
Amarbayasgalant Monastery serves not 
only as, a reminder of the brutality of 
conquerors in the past, but the future 

hope of humanity as well.
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9. Orkhon Valley

Orkhon Valley sprawls along the banks of the Orkhon River in Central Mongolia, 
approximately 300 km west of the capital. It was inscribed by UNESCO as repre-
senting evolution of nomadic pastoral traditions spanning more than two millen-

nia. The remains in in the valley re ect the symbiotic links between nomadic, 
pastoral societies and their administrative and religious centres, and the impor-

tance of the Orkhon valley in the history of central Asia. The grassland is still 
grazed by Mongolian nomadic pastoralists today.



10. Karakorum Capital

The province of Karakorum served 
as Genghis Khan's capital during 

the days of Mongol Empire, dating 
from 1235 to 1260. Due to its 
location in relations to the Silk 

Road, this led to Mongols to creat-
ing a profound impact on the histo-

ry of trade across Central Asia, 
which in turn brought certain pros-

perity, peace and a degree of 
stability across the vast territories 

under Mongol rule.

Photo Credit: Clive Newstead

Uran is an extinct volcano in the western 
side of a Bulgan province in Mongolia. 

Uran means 'artistic'. The Mongols 
named it so because its ridge of the 

crater is one of many examples of circles 
that arise in nature resembled a nice 

creature of a craftsman. Uran's highest 
point provides unobstructed, panoramic 
views of the volcanic  eld, distant blue 
mountains and valleys  lled by sheep 

herd like threw pearls on green carpet. 
The volcano also offers visitors excellent 
opportunities for observing and under-

standing volcanic formation.

Photo Credit: Tripmongolia

11. Uran Togoo Volcanoes
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12. Tsenkher Hot Springs

The springs lies south of Tsetserleg town in Arkhangai province and comes out 
from deep, far part of into the ground. The water produced is said to contain 

high mineral content, simple calcium, sodium and sulphuric compounds. While 
Mongolian folklore claims the medical value the springs have possess, we'll leave 
it to the travelers to try it out and test that theory themselves. Shrouding the hot 
springs are thick forests which are home to range of medicinal and plant herbs.

Photo Credit: Man of Millennium
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13. Terkiin Tsagaan Lake 

Known as the 'The Great White Lake', Terkiin Tsagaan Lake is one of the most 
beautiful bodies of water in all of Mongolia. It was first created as a result of 

Khorgo Volcano and as such, the area surrounding it is made of solidified lava 
bubbles. The lake hosts a very vibrant and biodiverse wildlife, home to swans, 

shelduck, duck, gull, common heron and great white egrets.
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Beyond Expeditions SG is more than just travelling;
We are all about building a fun and inspiring travel community!

Beyond Yoga SG and BASECAMP
under our wings, these 2 other special groups focuses

on bringing out the best in you.

GO BEYOND

The Beyond Expeditions team are huge advocates 
for physical, mental, and spiritual wellness. 

As such, we have started a movement, namely: 
Beyond Yoga.

Beyond Yoga serves as an outlet for anyone who 
wishes to experience and practice yoga in an 

environment void of all urban interaction and the 
hustle and bustle of the city lights. 

Join us as we continue to heal our souls, our minds 
and our bodies against the backdrop of the 

Mongolian skies and the beauty its nature has to 
offer. 

Likewise, we also conduct frequent yoga sessions in 
Singapore together with cancer survivors from 

Singapore Cancer Society, so that we can raise more 
awareness and also give us the opportunity to learn 

from all these incredible warriors.

@beyondyogasg #beyondyogasg

BASECAMP is a travel community hang-out initiative 
where it aims to bring like-minded individuals to 
connect, share and be inspired from one another.

We host frequent BBQs, open house parties and 
numerous social networking activities!

https://www.facebook.com/groups/19793634856817

Going Beyond



Our Adventurers

TRAVELLING TO MONGOLIA WITH BEYOND EXPEDITIONS SG

“Regardless of the adventurers’ (clients') needs, having established good relationship 
with Wild Steppe Mongolia, a local grassroot tour agency, I am able to handle everything 

from accommodation, transport, travelling gears to tour guiding for my clients. All the 
adventurers need to do is to pack their bags, board the plane to Mongolia. Everything is 

settled the moment they step foot on Mongolia.” - Scott Tay

"We enjoyed ourselves tremendously! The 
guides and driver were very friendly and caring! 

Highlight of the expedition was not only the 
scenery and culture experience but also gaining 

awesome friends from this trip!."
-Suzy Leoo

"Thoroughly enjoyed my recent trip where i fell 
in love with Mongolia, although it was a short, 
last minute trip squeezed over only two days. 

Really beautiful place, in every sense of the word. 
The guide and driver were lovely and warm, 

really helpful; they also made sure everything was 
well planned so we didn't worry about anything 

other than enjoying ourselves. 10/10 will 
recommend. Will be back!"

-Jen Sim

"Attended a BBQ last night with them and love 
the vibe of the group and how inclusive they are! 

I look forward to travelling with them!."
-Jessica Sinclair



JOIN US ON OUR NEXT TRIP!

Interested in exploring the real Mongolia?
Want to have an experience like no other?

Simply drop me an email at

discover@beyondexpeditionssg.com
and let’s have a chat on that!

facebook.com/BeyondExpeditionsSG
@beyondexpeditionssg   #beyondexpeditionssg

@beyondyogasg   #beyondyogasg
www.beyondexpeditionssg.com


